
Subject: Fwd: Re: Stop & Search
From: John Coyne <john-coyne@zen.co.uk>
Date: 01/05/16 12:59
To: Ben Summerskill <Ben.Summerskill@criminaljusticealliance.org.uk>

I'd like to add a post script to my reply, below, having read it through again, to
say that, if elected, I would also hope to work with the Criminal Justice Alliance in
the future and I would welcome your expert and informed advice on Stop and
Search in Merseyside.

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:Re: Stop & Search

Date:Sun, 1 May 2016 12:46:51 +0100
From:John Coyne <john-coyne@zen.co.uk>

To:Ben Summerskill <Ben.Summerskill@criminaljusticealliance.org.uk>

Dear Mr Summerskill,
Thank you for writing to me about Stop and Search.  This is an area of policing
that needs careful attention.  In my "300 word" election statement, here,
https://www.choosemypcc.org.uk/candidates/merseyside/john-bernard-coyne/  I
said I would

"... make sure the police were not seen to be acting in an oppressive
way against any element of the public, such as ethnic minorities or
vulnerable people, particularly the homeless or those in fear of
eviction."

There can be a risk that excessive use of Stop and Search can be oppressive and
can be or be seen to be discriminatory. The HMIC report you refer to shows that
Merseyside Police were found to be in compliance with Best Use of Stop and
Search Scheme in all respects except for publishing monitoring data.  That
deficiency should be easily remedied.

I would go further, though, and seek to identify any occurrences where people
believe they have been subjected to a stop and search without the fact being
formally recorded.  My proposal to conduct randomised survey exercises, along
the lines of the Crime Survey for England and Wales, should help us see if that is
a problem.

Yours sincerely,
John Coyne
Green Party candidate for Merseyside PCC
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 On 20/04/16 15:15, Ben Summerskill wrote:

Dear Mr Coyne,

I am writing on behalf of the Criminal Justice Alliance, a coalition of over 100 charities,
service providers, research institutions and staff associations working across the criminal
justice system. One area of our work at present is the use of stop and search.

As I’m sure you’re aware, the recent HMIC report on police legitimacy expressed grave
concern about how effectively, and fairly, stop and search is currently being deployed.

The report found that Merseyside Police were not yet complying with every one of the five
requirements of the Best Use of Stop and Search Scheme. A sample of stop and search
monitoring forms also demonstrated that five per cent of stops in Merseyside had been
made without reasonable grounds.

As far as we’re aware, you have not thus far made any explicit campaign statements on
this issue. Mindful of the HMIC findings, we would be most grateful to hear how, if elected
on May 5, you would ensure that police use of stop and search under your supervision is
both fair and effective.

We look forward to hearing from you, and to working with you in the future.

Yours sincerely

Ben Summerskill

Ben Summerskill
Director

http://www.criminaljusticealliance.org.uk   @cjalliance

0203 752 5710 • 17 Oval Way, London SE11 5RR
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