
Subject: Re: Fwd: Calling for your support of stalking victims
From: John Coyne <john-coyne@zen.co.uk>
Date: 02/05/16 02:12
To: yvonne.luu@suzylamplugh.org
CC: Liverpool Green Party <liverpool.green.party@gmail.com>,
kristiana@suzylamplugh.org

Dear Yvonne,

Thank you for writing to me about support for stalking victims.  I agree with you that stalking
is a serious matter and Merseyside Police should have the capacity and resources to deal
with it.

I have had a think about the figures you have sent me.  Without disputing the central point
that stalking needs to be tackled, the situation on Merseyside may be better than in some
places.

You say

"In Merseyside, only 564 crimes of stalking were recorded by the police between
1st April 2013 and 4th February 2016. Given the high prevalence of stalking
identified by both the Crime Survey for England and Wales and the research
launched last week by Suzy Lamplugh Trust, this figure is alarmingly low."

But in the press report you mention, it says "There were 7,706 cases of stalking recorded
between 1 April 2013 and 4 February 2016 by all police forces in England and Wales."

Merseyside contains approximately 2.5% of the population of England and Wales.  If those
7,706 cases were distributed evenly, you would expect 193 cases to have been reported, but
at 564 the number is three times that figure.  Either stalking is particularly severe on
Merseyside or, perhaps, Merseyside Police are better at encouraging victims to make
reports.  I would like to find out which is the case.  It appears that the five Merseyside
boroughs occupy five of the top six places for actual reports of stalking 
http://www.southportvisiter.co.uk/news/southport-west-lancs/sefton-top-3-stalking-capitals-
10825782

The five boroughs are dissimilar in many respects.  What they have in common is that they
are all served by Merseyside Police, so it is a plausible conclusion that our police are
performing better than others in this respect.

However, even if Merseyside Police is performing relatively well, I do take the point that the
vast majority of cases appear not to be reported according to the Crime Survey. 
Extrapolating from the annual figures, a typical man would be expected to experience
stalking once during the years 16-59 and a typical woman would be expected to experience
that crime twice.  It is huge.
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I therefore agree that "Stalking Counts" and I agree to the three specific pledges.

Best regards,

John Coyne
Green Party candidate for Merseyside PC

From: Yvonne Luu <yvonne.luu@suzylamplugh.org>
Date: 22 April 2016 at 16:29:23 BST
To: "office@liverpool.greenparty.org.uk"
<office@liverpool.greenparty.org.uk>
Cc: Kristiana Wrixon <kristiana@suzylamplugh.org>
Subject: Calling for your support of stalking victims

Dear John Coyne

I am writing to you to ask for your support for the one in five women and one
in twelve men in Merseyside who will experience stalking at some point in
their lives.

Stalking can have an emotional and psychological impact on its victims which
can last for years. One in ten victims of stalking end up moving house to get
away from their stalker and 30-40% of stalking cases are estimated to involve
violence. Stalking is recognised as a risk factor in homicide, particularly
domestic homicide. However, the local response to stalking victims in
Merseyside suggests that this remains a hidden crime.

As you may be aware, this is National Stalking Awareness Week and the issues
around stalking have been widely reported in the media. The latest report to
be published by Suzy Lamplugh Trust this week - Out of Sight, Out of Mind -
has drawn attention to the low numbers of police recorded stalking crimes as
well as the under-investment in services for stalking victims from police and
crime commissioners on a local basis.

Police force: letting down stalking victims 
In Merseyside, only 564 crimes of stalking were recorded by the police
between 1st April 2013 and 4th February 2016. Given the high prevalence of
stalking identified by both the Crime Survey for England and Wales and the
research launched last week by Suzy Lamplugh Trust, this figure is alarmingly
low.

From our experience of operating the National Stalking Helpline, victims
regularly report that that when they do go to the police, the response is often
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disappointing. Our research has found that 43% of victims who had reported
found the police response either not very helpful or not helpful at all.

Victims of stalking: unsupported and forgotten
Support for victims of stalking is also woefully thin on the ground. There are
very few national specialist services for victims of stalking and those that do
exist are stretched to their limits. In Merseyside, we are aware of no specialist
services for victims of stalking. Victims who call the National Stalking Helpline
often need longer-term emotional and practical support and advocacy - and
they generally want it as close as possible to home.

Calling for your support
We are calling on you as a candidate for the role of police and crime
commissioner to show that you agree that Stalking Counts and pledge to:

- hold the chief constable to account for ensuring that all police officers
and civilian staff get the training they need to recognise stalking when
a victim reports it to them - and to record it accurately when they do

- commit resources to commission specialist services for stalking victims
so that they have the support to cope with the trauma that stalking
causes

- put pressure on local partners to ensure that anyone participating in a
domestic homicide review has the training they need to recognise
stalking when it has featured in the lead-up to the murder.

Pledge your support
If you would like to pledge your support, we would very please to work
together to publicise your commitment by:

- listing you on the Suzy Lamplugh Trust website as a PCC candidate who
has made a commitment to improving support for victims of stalking in
their areas

- making reference to you in a press release we will be publishing next
week to announce PCC candidates who have made this commitment

- providing you with social media content to use
- collaborating on possible media opportunities such as coverage in local

radio and print outlets.

You can find out more about this campaign on the Suzy Lamplugh Trust
website.

I hope that you choose to support victims of stalking and look forward to
hearing from you.

Regards,

Yvonne Luu
Press Officer

Re: Fwd: Calling for your support of stalking victims

3 of 4 02/05/16 02:14



Suzy Lamplugh Trust
The Foundry, 17 - 19 Oval Way
London, SE11 5RR

Tel: 0207 091 0014 
Charity no: 802567 Company no: 2417823
www.suzylamplugh.org
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