
Subject: Re: Questions for PCC role
From: John Coyne <john-coyne@zen.co.uk>
Date: 01/05/16 20:59
To: lisa-marie taylor <lisa-marietaylor@hotmail.com>

Dear Lisa-Marie,
Thank you for sending the letter containing the questions on the topic of
prostitution.

For completeness, I have pasted its full contents below.  And the questions and
answers are here.

Are you considering a so-called ‘prostitution zone’?

I have not, so far, given active consideration to a "prostitution zone",
although I am not against such zones in principle and I understand
the zone in Leeds has been largely successful.  I would expect any
proposal for a zone to be initiated on a borough/district level, within
a Crime Reduction Partnership, rather than initiated by the PCC on a
Merseyside level.  If a zone were to be set up, I would seek to ensure
it had suitable support from Merseyside police officers with the
prime aim of protection of the women from harm.

Are you aware of the Nordic Model?

Yes.  It has considerable merits.  To apply such a model fully would
require changes in the law which, of course, are beyond the powers
of a PCC. 

What are your plans regarding prostitution should you win the election?

I would not arrive in office with any firm plans and I would seek
advice from people who know better than I do what will work to
reduce harm and contain any nuisance.  I do see the need to aim to
reduce the demand for prostitution rather than trying to penalise the
supply.  As a PCC, I would seek to use the "soft power" of the office to
promote an awareness and publicity campaign along the lines that
it's not OK for men to pay for prostitution.

Are you willing to commit to meeting with survivor and abolitionist
organisations prior to making any decisions on this topic?

Yes.

Best regards,
John Coyne
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Green Party candidate for Merseyside PCC

----------------

27th April 2016

Dear PCC candidate,

I am writing on behalf of Feminism in London, a charity that hosts the largest
women’s rights conference in the UK, welcoming 1000 attendees annually.
Women and men come from throughout the country to network, learn about
important campaigns and engage with creating positive change for women and
girls.

I’ve been asked to contact you regarding the upcoming Police and Crime
Commissioner elections to pose a number of questions on the topic of
prostitution:

Are you considering a so-called ‘prostitution zone’?

Are you aware of the Nordic Model?

What are your plans regarding prostitution should you win the election?

Are you willing to commit to meeting with survivor and abolitionist
organisations prior to making any decisions on this topic?

Thank you very much for taking the time to answer these questions.

Yours sincerely,

Lisa-Marie Taylor

Chair, Feminism in London

www.feminisminlondon.co.uk

On 27/04/16 07:21, lisa-marie taylor wrote:

Please find attached questions on the topic of prostitution from our
members.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Lisa-Marie Taylor
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