
Subject: Re: Road Crime is Real Crime
From: John Coyne <john-coyne@zen.co.uk>
Date: 01/05/16 23:31
To: Duncan Dollimore <duncan.dollimore@CyclingUK.org>

Dear Duncan,
Thank you for the letter from John Snow, Cycling UK President.

Cycling UK asks a straightforward question about increasing resources for roads policing. 
My answer is yes.  I am seeking an electoral  mandate to increase the police precept if that
is necessary to make road danger reduction a key priority.

Given the cuts to government funding of Merseyside Police, it may be necessary for that
increase in the precept in order to protect other priority areas.

If elected I will press government to reintroduce "netting off" arrangements so that some of
the cost of speeding enforcement can be recovered from the fines paid by offenders.  The
government could choose to view this as a pilot to see if the effects of increased
enforcement can be measured in terms of casualty reduction and an increase in participation
in cycling.

If elected, I will also press government to recognise my mandate for an increase in the
precept and to waive their requirement to have a referendum on any increase above 2%.

Yours sincerely,
John Coyne
Green Party candidate for Merseyside PCC

Dear John

Road Crime is Real Crime

I am writing to you as President of Cycling UK, the national cycling charity, to find out
whether, if elected as Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), you will treat road crime
as real crime and help drive it out?

The specific question I am asking all of the candidates standing in the PCC elections is:

Will you commit to increase the amount allocated to roads policing within the
force budget by at least 2% above inflation each year for the next four years, and
by more if that is what is required to ensure that traffic police officer numbers
within the force account for 5% of total officer numbers within four years? 

The resourcing of roads policing is important because the perception that our roads are
unsafe is one of the main factors which discourages people from cycling; an activity
which is healthy, environmentally friendly and reduces congestion on the roads. The
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lack of traffic police officers feeds that perception, as less traffic officers means a
reduced risk of detection and prosecution of bad drivers, who are then less likely to
change their driving behaviour.

Traffic officer numbers have fallen nationally by 37% from 2012/3 to 2013/14, from
almost 7,000 uniformed officers to just 4,356. During that period the total number of
police officers nationally fell by just 3.5%. Police funding cuts have disproportionately
affected roads policing.

The consequences of this were outlined last month within the Transport Committee’s
enforcement inquiry report, which concluded that “for enforcement to be successful and
for educational campaigns to be convincing there must be the likelihood that offenders
will be apprehended. There is a growing concern that the lack of specialist dedicated
road traffic officers means that ‘minor’ offences such as careless driving cannot be
effectively detected and enforcement action taken”.

The Committee also recommended that the number of specialist roads policing officers
should be maintained, and that no force should be allowed to neglect its road safety
obligations with impunity.

Identifying a reduction in full-time equivalent traffic police officers from 5% to 3.4% of all
serving police officers over ten years, the Committee said that the reduction in overall
road traffic offences recorded did not represent a reduction in offences committed, but
rather a fall in the number of offences being detected as the number of traffic police
officers had fallen.

 If elected as PCC you would be able to:

1. Set the force budget and determine the precept;

2.      Determine the percentage of that budget which is allocated to roads policing;

3.      Determine the priority to be given to roads policing in your police and crime plan
(PCP);

4.      Hold the Chief Constable and police force to account in relation to their delivery of
the roads policing targets and priorities within your PCP.

This gives you an opportunity to reverse the decline in roads policing and help make
our roads safe for all users.

That is why I am asking the question set out above. Please send your answer and any
further thoughts you might have back to me or my colleague at Cycling UK:
duncan.dollimore@cyclinguk.org.

Cycling UK will then upload your response on its website at
www.cyclinguk.org/votebike, where voters will then be able to view each candidate’s
response.

Cycling UK will soon ask voters to get in touch with you on the issue of road crime, and
I very much hope that you will take the time to consider the question asked, reflect
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upon the decline in roads policing, and respond.

Yours sincerely

Jon Snow

President, Cycling UK and Channel 4 News Caster

Duncan Dollimore

Road Safety and Legal Campaigns Officer

Cycling UK

Direct Line: 01483 238 309

Switchboard: 0844 736 8450

Web: www.cyclinguk.org

To join or support us visit cyclinguk.org; phone 01483 238301/0844 7368450; email
cycling@cyclinguk.org.

Cycling UK is a trading name of Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC) a company limited by guarantee,
registered in England no: 25185.

Registered as a charity in England and Wales charity no: 1147607 and in Scotland charity no:
sco42541.

Registered office: Cycling UK, Parklands, Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9JX.
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